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Dear BTCS Parents and Guardians,   
 

I don’t need to point out to you that the 2020-21 school year will be unlike any other school year in our district’s 
history. A global pandemic abruptly impacted the end of the last school year, and COVID-19 continues to relentlessly 
impact every decision we make to prepare for the next one. If there is one lesson we have learned for sure, it is that 
nothing has remained the same since the onset of COVID-19. The more that health officials learn about this pandemic, 
the more the guidance from them changes, and the more we are forced to adjust. It is an ever-changing situation. I can 
assure you that our focus has been and will continue to be to develop the very best plans possible to address the health 
and safety needs of our students and staff in this time of COVID-19. 

The first piece of information we shared with you was the Framework for Opening the 2020-21 School Year: Sullivan 
County Plan, which outlines the guidance our district is using as we welcome students back to school for fall 2020. The 
steps outlined in the framework describe the minimum practical actions that will be taken within our schools based on 
the level of COVID-19 transmission within our community at a given time. Although the guidance is still relevant, our 
circumstances in Sullivan County have changed since the document was initially shared. As a result, the framework is a 
working document, and we are adjusting our actions based on guidance from the Sullivan County Health Department. 
While the thresholds are still relevant, our safety measures while operating in each threshold may look different than 
what is described in the initial framework. We will be sharing additional information with you in the coming days and 
weeks that will provide more detail about what you can expect while we are operating at each threshold.  

The next piece of additional information is this Remote Learning Guide. Because we recognize that all of our families 
have individual needs and a one-size-fits-all approach to learning is not best for everyone, for the 2020-21 school year, 
BTCS families have the option of in-person learning (at school) or remote learning (at home) as a response to COVID-19. 
This guide is provided to outline the procedures and expectations for families who choose to enroll their children in the 
remote learning program and the program that will be in place should students be moved to remote learning due to 
recommendations from the health department.  

Please read this guide carefully. Families who choose the remote learning pathway will enroll their children at their 
traditional assigned school to participate in remote learning. The requirements for remote learning are very different 
from the requirements we had in the spring when we closed our buildings. As with the in-person option, all remote 
learning students are expected to maintain satisfactory attendance and academic progress. Included in this guide is a 
catalog of offerings per grade band (K-6, 7-8, and 9-12) that includes the four core subjects (English language arts, math, 
science, and social studies) taught by a dedicated remote learning teacher. Other courses in the arts and physical 
education will be offered as well to all K-8 students. Students at the high school level will have an array of courses, in 
addition to the core, to choose from and will combine synchronous (live video instruction) and asynchronous (video or 
software-based with a teacher facilitator) approaches for both regular and honors courses.  

Due to Tennessee requirements for class sizes, the grades K-6 remote learning option will require families to enroll 
for nine-week periods. Students in grades 7-12 will enroll in remote learning for the semester. If families choose to 
return to the traditional classroom option, they may do so after the selected time period has elapsed. Any special 
requests for a change in the learning environment will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. When remote learners 
return to the face-to-face classroom, BTCS expects a seamless transition for students returning to traditional instruction.  

While the past four months have been challenging in so many different ways for people around the world, I will 
forever be in awe of the strength and resiliency I have witnessed in this community. I am especially proud of our staff as 
they are working tirelessly to provide all students high-quality instruction in a supportive environment that is safe and 
healthy, whether that be on-site or remotely. We have truly had to reconstruct what learning will look like for students, 
and that is why we are kicking off this school year with the theme, “Reimagine Learning, Reimagine BTCS.” I am so proud 
to be part of this amazing school community!  

 
Sincerely, 

 
Annette Tudor, Ed.D. 

Director of Schools 
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Glossary of Terms 

 
Asynchronous Learning 

Instruction delivered to a student through video or software with a teacher facilitator, but no real-time teaching. 
 
Canvas 

Canvas is a learning management system that all students, teachers, and parents have access to view courses 
designed by teachers for students to access and for parents to review. 

 
Device or Technology Device 

A laptop for student use to access Canvas and learning tools at home. 
 
Homeschool 

A program offered by the state of Tennessee to parents/legal guardians who choose to teach their own child. 
Homeschool students are not enrolled with BTCS. Any student within the BTCS attendance area who 
participated in homeschool last school year may re-enroll in BTCS to take advantage of the remote learning 
option. 

 
Homebound Instruction 

The homebound instruction program is for students who, because of a medical condition, are unable to attend 
the regular instructional program. 

 
In-Person Learning Pathway 

One of two pathways offered by BTCS for instruction. This is a traditional learning pathway where students 
attend classes for instruction on campus in a brick-and-mortar school. 

 
Microsoft Teams 

Microsoft Teams is a cloud-based, collaboration platform used by BTCS for remote learning purposes.  
 
PowerSchool 

PowerSchool is the student grade and attendance management system used by BTCS. 
 
Remote Learning Pathway 

One of two pathways offered by BTCS for instruction. This is an at-home or distance learning pathway where 
students receive online-only instruction using the internet and electronic devices.  

 
Synchronous Learning 

Instruction delivered to a student through live video with teachers. 
 
Video Conference 

Video conference is a live conference in which participants (teachers, students, parents, etc.) in different 
locations communicate through technology. 

 
Virtual Instruction 

Instruction delivered to a student with technology through an online learning environment.   
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Becoming a Student 

Application 

There will be a process for enrolling students in our remote learning environment. Once this process is 
finalized we will communicate what is next for our families who are attending remotely.  

Admissions Process 

New student orientation for remote learning will be conducted in person or virtually. The student and at least 
one parent/guardian must participate in the orientation. For students in grades K-6, orientation will be 
scheduled by the assigned remote learning teacher. Students enrolled in remote learning for grades 7-12 will 
participate in an online orientation course in Canvas. Students must fully complete the orientation, or they will 
be reassigned to the in-person learning environment.  
 
Complete understanding of the 2020-21 remote learning option will be crucial to ensure student success in 
the remote learning environment, and BTCS is committed to providing a high degree of support and resources 
for students and families. Orientation courses for parents and students in grades K-12 must be completed 
before enrollment in remote learning is finalized. For students in grades 7-12, orientation will include: 

 
● BTCS Remote Learning: Student Orientation (required for BTCS students) 
● BTCS Introduction to Canvas and Remote Learning (required for BTCS parents) 

 
Tuition 
 
Students paying tuition to attend BTCS will continue to pay their regular tuition rate, but there is no additional 
fee specific to the remote learning option. BTCS students living within the district boundaries do not pay a fee 
for the remote learning option. 
 

 

Expectations 

Students 

● Participate in daily remote learning lessons with teachers. 

● Check-in daily on Canvas for communications from the school and teacher.  

● Report any technical issues through the Tech Helpline (see Technology section of this guide) as soon as 

the issue arises. 

● Are actively engaged in the learning environment and content by staying on track with assignment 

completion and deadlines. 

● Attend required, in-person assessment days at their school. 

● Conduct positive and constructive online interactions with classmates and teachers. 
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● Continue to follow and maintain all online and technology expectations in the BTCS Computer, 

Network, and Email Responsible Use Policy for Students and Employees. 

Parents/Guardians 

● Plan and maintain a remote learning schedule for their child. 

● Set up a dedicated learning space in the home. 

● Maintain open lines of communication by phone and email with teachers. 

● Support academic integrity by appropriately assisting their child with assignments or projects. 

● Ensure their child is submitting assignments on time as directed by the teacher. 

● Plan for transportation to attend mandatory testing sessions at the school. 

● Communicate any issues or questions directly to the teacher by phone or email. 

● Read, review, and follow the BTCS Computer, Network, and Email Responsible Use Policy for Students 

and Employees.  

 

Remote Pathway Teachers 

● Communicate daily with students. 

● Design and implement instruction. 

● Communicate lesson and learning outcomes via video. 

● Provide feedback to assigned student work.  

● Assign grades to student work.  

● Assess skills and standards through formative assessments. 

● Communicate regularly with students and parents through Canvas and email. 

● Take daily attendance. 

 

 

Academics and Academic Honesty  

Academics 

Grades K-6 instruction and assignments will be provided by teachers for students using Canvas. The teacher 
assigned to your child’s remote classroom will provide an orientation via video conference for you and your 
child. To fully cover the required curriculum, students should expect to spend up to 35 hours per week 
engaged in online learning as required by the Tennessee State Board of Education. Live instruction and daily 
checks on progress will be combined with independently-paced work supplemented by BTCS learning 
materials. All learning activities and materials will be aligned to the Tennessee State Standards for all subjects.  
  
Grades 7-12 will use Canvas as the primary learning management system for remote instruction. To fully cover 
the required curriculum, students should expect to spend 35 hours per week engaged in online learning for 
their full class load as required by the Tennessee State Board of Education. For grades 7-12, this may include a 
combination of synchronous and asynchronous learning. All instruction will be aligned to the Tennessee State 
Standards.  
 

https://www.btcs.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_525624/File/department/Technology/BTCS-RUP-2019-2020.pdf
https://www.btcs.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_525624/File/department/Technology/BTCS-RUP-2019-2020.pdf
https://www.btcs.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_525624/File/department/Technology/BTCS-RUP-2019-2020.pdf
https://www.btcs.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_525624/File/department/Technology/BTCS-RUP-2019-2020.pdf
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Remote learning teachers are highly qualified in their assigned subject and grade levels. All teachers hold valid 
Tennessee certification and have completed all necessary fingerprinting and background checks. Each teacher 
is available to students via email, virtual platform, or during on-site appointment times. 

Academic Honesty Policy 

BTCS insists on strict standards of academic honesty in all courses. Academic honesty applies to all students in 
all classes (traditional and remote learning). Violations of these expectations will not be tolerated and may be 
grounds for dismissal. Refer to your student handbook for additional information.  
 

 
Attendance Requirements and Verification 

 
According to local and state board policy, absences during remote instruction will be noted, and any resulting 
attendance interventions administered. Schools shall seek and receive daily visual, verbal, and/or written confirmation 
of student participation in instructional time. Attendance will be recorded and verified weekly. A (DL) code will be used 
to show that students are present and working remotely. This is a present code. Please contact the school main office 
for additional attendance support.  
 
Attendance expectation accountability includes the following:  

 Participation in synchronous, asynchronous and independent instruction   
 Teacher contact with student, parent or guardian  
 Virtual instruction attendance log through Canvas  
 Student work completion through Canvas  

 
Attendance will be reported weekly based on the work students have completed as well as participation in synchronous, 
asynchronous, and independent instruction.  Assignments are posted by the teacher based on the progression of the 
class in Canvas. Failure to submit assignments timely will affect the student’s grades. Communication with teachers will 
be required.  
 
A copy of the BTCS attendance policy can be reviewed here. Board policies are subject to change at any time as the 
Bristol Tennessee Board of Education meets monthly.  
  
Additional Attendance Information for Remote Learners  
   

 A week is defined as Monday-Friday. Attendance will be verified by Monday for the previous week.  

 If a student does not meet the attendance requirements for the week, the student will be counted absent based 
on the amount of weekly participation and work received.    

 Parents and students will be able to view weekly attendance at https://powerschool.btcs.org/public/. It is the 
responsibility of the parent and student to check attendance and notify the office of any discrepancies.   

 Parents must call the school when a child is going to be absent. General attendance procedures apply.   

 Any doctor’s excuse should be turned in via email, fax, or mail to the school as soon as possible.  

 Please keep in mind that even if an absence is excused, the work must still be submitted. Communicate with 
your teacher to make a plan to complete missed work.  

 

 

https://www.btcs.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_525624/File/department/attendance/AttendancePolicy.pdf
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Course Progress and Grading 

Course Progress and Academic Support 

The student has the sole responsibility to complete the work for his or her courses. BTCS teachers will 
remotely support and/or tutor students as needed over the course of the academic term. Any student who 
needs support should inform the teacher and participate in virtual office hours/tutoring. 
 
Parents play a vital role in their child’s remote education. Parental support and encouragement are critical for 
students working in online courses. Parents shall ensure access to the necessary technology to support digital 
learning. Monitoring of a student’s progress will be a key component to student success and should occur at 
regular intervals during the day and week.  
 
BTCS teachers will make several individual contacts with students and parents during the academic term, but 
ultimately the student must take the initiative to complete the online work to stay on track for completion. 
Students who fall significantly behind or who struggle with completion may be required by the teacher to 
attend tutoring or academic support sessions to develop the skills needed to ensure their completion of the 
content.  
 
In the event that a student is not making sufficient academic progress or is not on track to complete the online 
work, or his or her attendance or behavior does not meet the expectations for BTCS remote learning, he or 
she will be placed on academic probation. Failure to fulfill expectations may result in dismissal from BTCS 
remote learning and the return to in-person learning.  

Grade Monitoring, Report Cards, and Progress Expectations 

Student progress will update weekly for grades K-12 in the PowerSchool Portal and will contain academic 
progress and attendance information for each class. Parents must monitor their child’s progress in each 
course. All parents of remote learners must register online for a PowerSchool Portal account. For PowerSchool 
login information, please contact the main office at their child’s traditional assigned school. 
 
To monitor assignments and grades given in Canvas (grades K-12), parents must register for notifications 
through the parent observer role. For detailed information on activating the parent observer role, visit here. 
PowerSchool is the official grade of record.  
 
Students enrolled in remote learning will be required to maintain an average of 70% or higher in order to 
continue in the remote learning option. 

Grading Scale 

Grades K-1 use the following grading scale as approved by the BTCS Board of Education Policy 4.600. 
 

Grade Description 

3 Consistently meets grade-level expectations 

https://powerschool.btcs.org/parentportal/Canvas-Parent-Access-2018.pdf
https://onedrive.live.com/view.aspx?resid=C425CC264269ABEF!74575&ithint=file%2cdocx&authkey=!ABBeokAlIz2x87A


 

2020-2021 BTCS Remote Learning Guide 7 

2 Inconsistently meets expectations 

1 Significantly below grade level 

 

K-1 students’ grades are not on a traditional A-F scale, but instead reflect a level of mastery for each skill. 
Grading for K-1 will be assessed and monitored using a standards-based skills checklist. Final grades for each 
grading period will indicate progress towards mastery of the skill and/or standard. During the school year, K-1 
students may be required to attend school on scheduled days for assessment purposes.  
  

Grades 2-12 use the following grading scale as approved by the BTCS Board of Education Policy 4.600. 
 

 

Letter Grade Numerical Grade 

A 93-100 

B 85-92 

C 75-84 

D 70-74 

F 69 and below 

 
Advanced coursework in grades 9-12 will be calculated with additional percentage points included for the 
semester average. A student must take the related Capstone Industry Certification aligned exam, AP Exam, or 
SDC exam to receive the additional points. Depending on the course taken, the following percentage points 
will be assigned to each nine-week and the semester exam average: 

● Honors Courses - 3 points 
● Capstone Industry Certification Aligned, Dual Credit, and Dual Enrollment Courses - 4 points 
● Advanced Placement and College Level Exam Program (CLEP) - 5 points. 

TNReady/TCAP (Grades 3-8) 

By BTCS Board Policy, TN Ready/TCAP scores for math, ELA, science, and social studies will be included in a 
student’s final grades as 15% of the student’s final average for the year. BTCS uses the state-approved cube 
root methodology to determine scores. 

End-of-Course Exams/EOC (High School Only) 

By BTCS Board Policy, all students will be required to take the state End-of-Course examinations (Integrated 
Math I, II, III, English 1, English 2, Biology 1, and U.S. History) and the EOC results will represent 15% of the 
semester grade. EOC exams will be administered in person at a designated testing location. 

Final Exams (High School Only) 

All courses will have a final exam. This exam will count 15% of the semester grade.  

https://onedrive.live.com/view.aspx?resid=C425CC264269ABEF!74575&ithint=file%2cdocx&authkey=!ABBeokAlIz2x87A
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Student/Parent Support and Guidelines for Special Services 

BTCS will continue to provide appropriate services for our special populations. Below you will find a 

description of services provided by BTCS to our students learning in the remote learning environment. Specific 

service plans will be developed in coordination with families after enrollment in the remote learning option. 

English as a Second Language (ESL)/Individual Learning Plan (ILP) 

Upon initial enrollment in BTCS, the parents of all students will complete the Home Language Survey. Students 

requiring screening in grades 1-12 will be screened using a WIDA Screener (The traditional WIDA assessment 

for 1-12 and W-APT for kindergarten). If your child qualifies for ESL services, you will be contacted with 

additional information. Any returning English Learner (EL) who has not tested English proficient (using the 

state’s exit criteria for the spring 2020 WIDA Access test) will continue to receive ESL instruction during the 

2020-21 school year. 

 

All students needing ESL services will receive them through either on-site or remote instruction, according to 

state and federal guidelines. Student testing and other sources of student performance will be used to 

establish learning goals and to create an ILP that is reviewed and updated each 4 ½ weeks. Remote instruction 

will be provided through Canvas, which may include synchronous or asynchronous assignments, instructional 

videos, activities to be done with family members, and/or live video chats with instructors. Further 

instructions and ways to contact the ESL teacher for assistance will be provided on an ESL Canvas site for 

families of students receiving intervention.  

Response to Intervention (RTI) 

All students will be universally screened in reading, math, and writing, and student data will be considered by 

the RTI team to determine if services are needed. Students in grades K-8 will be screened using the STAR 

Reading and Math Universal Screener, and students in 9-12 will be screened using the Early Warning System. If 

your student qualifies for RTI services, we will contact you with more information. Any student needing RTI 

services will receive them whether in person or remotely, according to state and federal RTI guidelines. These 

guidelines include daily, research-based intervention of appropriate duration and intensity, weekly testing in 

the area of need, review of progress by the team to determine growth and modify future intervention to meet 

needs, and monthly communication with parents about student progress. As in classrooms, instruction will be 

provided through Canvas which may include synchronous or asynchronous assignments, instructional videos, 

activities to be done with family members, and/or live video chats with instructors. For families of students in 

K-8, please note that intervention will begin after the universal screening process has been completed.  

Special Education/Individualized Education Plan (IEP)/504 

Delivery of remote instruction may look different depending on grade, content, and specific needs of the 

student. Families of students who have an active IEP or 504 may need to work with their school principal and 
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supervisor of student services. A student with an IEP interested in consideration for the remote learning 

option should contact their principal. Additionally, an IEP meeting will be scheduled for the IEP team to discuss 

what services can be provided and how those services will be provided for the student. Services will be 

determined by the IEP team to accommodate the specific learning needs of each student and will be provided 

following the IEP to the maximum extent possible. IEP meetings may be held via teleconference or video 

conference.  

Homeless 

The BTCS Homeless Education Program will continue to provide services to identified homeless students. 

Services will be provided remotely via phone calls, emails, and online meetings. If you need assistance related 

to homeless services, please contact our homeless liaison, Jennifer Rouse at (423) 652-9451.  

Homebound 

Students who have been learning under the homebound option with BTCS will continue to receive these 

services as outlined in their services plan or IEP. The homebound instruction program is for students who are 

unable to attend the regular instructional program because of a medical condition. The homebound 

instruction program shall consist of three (3) hours of instruction per week for a period of time determined on 

a case-by-case basis by the district. To qualify for this program, a student shall have a medical condition that 

will require the student to be absent for a minimum of ten (10) consecutive instructional days or for an 

aggregate of at least ten (10) instructional days for a student who has a chronic medical condition. The student 

shall be certified by a physician as having a medical condition that prevents him/her from attending the 

regular instructional program. The services provided to the homebound student shall reflect the student’s 

capabilities and be determined by the homebound instructor, after consultation with appropriate professional 

staff of the student’s assigned school. Recertification shall be obtained after the expiration of each period of 

homebound instruction if the student’s physician certifies, in writing, that the student has a medical condition 

that prevents him/her from returning to the regular instructional program. 

School Counseling 

School counselors at each school will regularly schedule check-ins with students learning at home under the 

remote learning option. Additional mental and emotional health services through Frontier Health will be 

available to families by contacting the student’s traditional assigned school.  

 

Local resources for families can be found by contacting the BTCS Family Resource Center at (423) 652-9223. If 

you or a family member is in a mental health crisis, please call the Frontier Health Mobile Crisis Response 

Team at 1-877-928-9062. To report suspected child abuse or neglect, call 1-877-237-0004. If you are in crisis 

and want to speak with someone immediately, contact the National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-

8255 or text "Home" to 741-741. 
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School Library 

BTCS places an emphasis on literacy and students’ access to reading materials tailored to individual interests. 

Please reach out to your school to make arrangements to check out library books. Pick-up instructions will be 

provided.  

Academics 

Academic support services such as tutoring may be available on select days via video or in-person at the 

student’s traditionally assigned school site. Parents should consult with their child’s remote learning teacher 

to learn more about available services.  

Meals 

Those BTCS students who are learning at home using the remote learning option may still participate in daily 

breakfast and lunch services. Meals will be available for pick-up at Fairmount Elementary School. Student meal 

pricing will be based on the family eligibility for the 2020-21 school year.  

 

 
On-Campus Participation in Classes and School Activities  

Academics on Campus 

 

Students may be expected to attend tutoring or one-to-one conferences with teachers and may at times be 

required to devote academic time on campus at their traditionally assigned school with teachers due to a lack 

of progress. All campus visits during and after school hours will be by appointment only. During any meetings 

or events that students attend on campus, all BTCS policies will be in effect, and students are expected to 

follow the policies. Parents are responsible for transportation to and from school to access face-to-face 

programming.  

 

To ensure safety and security, all remote learning students will report to the main office to sign-in and sign-

out. They will also be required to comply with school safety protocols. 

School Events 

All students attending after-school events will be required to comply with school safety protocols. Remote 
learners will not be attending activities or events during the school day.  

Participation in Athletics and Extracurricular Activities 

All students selecting the remote learning option may participate in athletics and extracurricular activities for 

which they are eligible after school hours. When participating on campus, all students will be required to 

comply with school safety protocols.  
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Technology Device and Internet Access 

Technology Device and Internet Accessibility 

Technology devices will be available for all students participating in the BTCS remote learning option and will 
be issued by each student’s traditionally assigned school. If a family-owned device is available in the home, 
parents may choose to use that home device; however, the district technology staff will be unable to provide 
technical support for home devices. While efforts will be made to issue similar devices across the district, 
some school-level variation may occur. All students will only be issued a technology device for remote learning 
upon acceptance of the BTCS Computer, Network, and Email Responsible Use Policy for Students and 
Employees. These devices can be used with or without internet access at home, though access to Canvas will 
require internet connectivity. Teachers have been trained in using these devices to integrate technology into 
their curriculum through digital resources, collaboration, and Microsoft Teams through Canvas courses. A 
schedule for digital device pick-up will be communicated by each traditionally assigned school.  
 
For more information regarding technology while using the remote learning option, please call the BTCS 
Technology Help Desk at (423) 652-9430 

Responsible Internet Use and Digital Citizenship 

The use of the internet must be in support of education and research and consistent with the educational 
objectives of the school system. The use of other organizations' networks or computing resources must 
comply with the rules appropriate for that network.  
 
Transmission of any material in violation of any U.S. or state regulation is prohibited. This includes, but is not 
limited to, copyrighted material, threatening or obscene material, or material that is protected by a trade 
secret. Use for commercial activities is not acceptable. Use for product advertisement or political lobbying is 
also prohibited.  

● Privileges: The use of the internet is a privilege, not a right, and inappropriate use will result in a 
cancellation of those privileges. School system administrators will deem what is inappropriate use, and 
their decision is final. Also, system administrators may suspend privileges at any time.  

● Net Etiquette: Students are expected to abide by the generally accepted rules of network etiquette. 
These include, but are not limited to, the following: 

○ Avoid offensive or inflammatory speech.  
○ Be courteous and polite.  
○ Use appropriate language.  
○ Profanity or obscenities are not permitted at any time.  
○ Do not use the network in any way to disrupt the work of others.  
○ All communications and information accessible via the network should be assumed to be 

private property.  
○ Users may not quote personal communications without the author's consent.  

https://www.btcs.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_525624/File/department/Technology/BTCS-RUP-2019-2020.pdf
https://www.btcs.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_525624/File/department/Technology/BTCS-RUP-2019-2020.pdf
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● Vandalism: Vandalism is defined as any malicious attempt to harm or destroy data of another user, the 
internet, or other networks that are connected to the internet backbone. This includes, but is not 
limited to, the uploading or creation of computer viruses.  

● An exception to terms and conditions: These terms and conditions reflect the entire agreement of the 
parties and supersede all prior oral and written agreements and understandings of the parties. 

 
With expanded access to electronic information, the availability of inappropriate material is not uncommon. 
Some sites contain illegal, defamatory, inaccurate, or offensive information. Although it is impossible to 
control such misuses, we believe that with responsible use, the benefits of the internet as an educational tool 
outweigh the negatives. We especially appreciate partnering with parents to teach responsible internet use. 
Students who are in violation of responsible internet use may be put on academic probation or dismissed from 
BTCS remote learning. 
 

More information about the BTCS Digital Citizenship expectations can be found here. 
 

 
State and Local Testing 

All BTCS students, including both in person and remote learning option students, are required to participate in 
the state and local assessments as required by law. These include all state TCAP and EOC assessments, local 
checkpoint assessments, ACT, and any other assessments deemed necessary by school or district leaders. All 
state assessments are required to be taken on campus during the regular testing window.  

Testing Calendar 

Please go here for the 2020-21 Testing Calendar.  

ACT (High School Only) 

It is a state of Tennessee graduation requirement that all high school students take the ACT. All in-person and 
remote juniors (11th grade) will take the ACT on campus at no cost or provide proof that they have already 
taken the ACT. The ACT is a state test and administration protocols are set forth by the producers of the test. 
In recent years, the state of Tennessee has provided a senior make-up day the year following the junior ACT; 
however, that opportunity is not guaranteed to be provided to students and is dependent upon the Tennessee 
Department of Education. 

Accommodations 

Students who have an active IEP, 504, or ILP will receive accommodations as stated in their most recent plan. 

TNReady Testing (Grades 3-12 Only) 

State testing is required for all subjects in grades 3-8 and the following high school subjects: Integrated Math I, 
II, and III, English I, English II, U.S. History, and Biology. For the purposes of state testing, the testing schedule 
will be set and delivered to parents two weeks prior to the first day of testing. All state testing will be 

https://www.btcs.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=1027526
https://www.btcs.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=525708&pageId=923852
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completed at each student's traditionally assigned school. Students are not allowed to miss scheduled tests or 
to re-schedule tests unless a significant documented emergency occurs.  

 
Removal or Dismissal from Program 

Removal from BTCS Remote Pathway 

If a student is removed from BTCS remote learning for any reason (plagiarism, attendance, behavior, failure to 
engage in any work for ten school days, etc.), parents will be notified in writing of the removal and the 
requirement to transition to the in-person pathway. If the student then fails to meet attendance requirements 
of the in-person pathway, the student may be considered truant and referred to court. 

Learning Pathway Transfer Requests  

Due to Tennessee requirements for class sizes, the grades K-6 remote learning option will require families to 
enroll for nine-week periods. Students in grades 7-12 will enroll in remote learning for the semester. If families 
choose to return to the traditional classroom option, they may do so after the selected time period has 
elapsed. Any special requests for a change in the learning environment outside of these timeframes will be 
reviewed on a case-by-case basis. All special requests to change learning pathways will need to be made in 
writing to the school principal. Space in both learning pathways could impact the approval of these requests. 

Remote Learner Withdrawal from BTCS 

Parents of remote learners who wish to withdraw their student from BTCS for any reason should contact the 
student’s traditionally assigned school’s main office. All obligations such as turning in books, technology 
devices, paying fees and/or fines, etc., must be taken care of before withdrawing to another school. Student’s 
records will not be forwarded until all obligations are cleared. 
 

 
Remote Pathway Course Offerings 

For students participating in the remote pathway, a significant amount of instruction will occur synchronously 

(live) via video conferencing within a secure BTCS platform. Students will be required to login to these 

instructional sessions at a similar time daily in order to be counted present. In addition to the live sessions, 

additional classwork will be assigned by the teacher to be completed outside of the live session. The length of 

the live sessions will vary and will be determined by the teacher.  

 

In addition to live sessions, coursework may also be delivered asynchronously (teacher is a facilitator but not 

live) through an online curriculum platform. Students are expected to work independently on coursework with 

a teacher verifying process, answering questions, and providing additional support. Whenever possible, 

remote teachers will provide collaborative experiences for remote students much like experienced in the in-

person classroom.  
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Remote Learning Classes: Grades K-6 

BTCS remote learning classes will be facilitated by BTCS teachers selected by the district and will follow the 
Tennessee State Academic Standards. Students in grades K-6 will participate in classes focused on the 
following content areas: 
 

● English Language Arts 
● Math  
● Science 
● Social Studies 
● Physical Education  
● Related Arts 

 

Remote learning teachers will facilitate students’ progress in their classes through online written feedback, 
live video-based lessons, and communication with parents. Attendance at live sessions, engagement in online 
work, and progress for our students are closely related. Remote teachers will prioritize communication with 
parents of K-6 students on a regular basis and will closely monitor the engagement of students in their online 
work. Certain aspects of the work will be self-paced.  

Remote Learning Classes: Grades 7-8 

BTCS remote learning classes in grades 7-8 will be facilitated by BTCS teachers at Vance Middle School. All 
classes will follow the Tennessee State Academic Standards. VMS remote learning courses are not completely 
self-paced. Logging on and participating in synchronous instruction will be expected. Student work is typically 
posted one week at a time. Students have the flexibility to complete the assignments at a time of their 
choosing throughout the week; however, synchronous meetings will also occur. Students in grades 7-8 will 
participate in classes focused on the following content areas: 
 

● English Language Arts 
● Math 
● Science 
● Social Studies 
● Physical Education  
● Related Arts  

Remote Learning Courses: Grades 9-12 

Tennessee High School: THS remote learning courses are not completely self-paced. Logging on and 
participating in synchronous instruction will be expected. The classes offered in our remote learning option 
follow the same pacing as the in-person traditional classes offered on the 4X4 block schedule. Student work is 
typically posted one week at a time. Students have the flexibility to complete the assignments at a time of 
their choosing throughout the week; however, synchronous meetings will occur.  
 
 
Non-Discrimination Statement 
BTCS prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, or disability. Bristol Tennessee City Schools 
does not condone or practice discrimination in admission or access to, treatment of, or employment in, its programs or activities. Any 
person who feels he or she has been discriminated against may make an inquiry or file a complaint with Dr. Rachel Walk, Title  VI 
coordinator, or Dr. Amy Scott, Title IX coordinator, at (423) 652-9451 or 615 Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, Bristol, TN 37620. 
 


	Remote Learning Guide 2020-2021
	2020-2021 Remote Learning Guide 8-18-2020

